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FICTURES WATT DEVIRE

When we hear that
familiar voice presenting
breaking news about
the war with Irag on
BBC World, it is as
though our very own
reporter is there,

felling it how it is.

- Anita McNaught'’s

YN

HERE have been times — weeks on end —
where I've been cripplingly homesick.
Mew Zealand 15 ‘home’. This is not home
— I'm a migrant worker here,” says Anita
MeNaught passionately, leaning towards
me from the other side of the dining table
in her minimalist West London flat, giving
het first interview since coming to Britain n 1997,

It is Bam and we are eating breakfast: pain au
chocolat and croissant for me; gluten/wheat-free toast for
her. I am concerned McNaught's abstemious diet won't
see her through the interview, She's been up since
Zam and on alr presenting the BBC World News from
5 to 7.30am.

My day started early too, when I joined McNaught to
watch her go through her paces in front of the cameras.
On first impression she is petite, pert and pretty. With
the exceptlon of some silvery streaks through her closely
cropped brunette bob (invisible from a distance) she
seems far younger in appearance and manner than her
37 years, !

After the handshake and “thank you for making it in
on tme" murmur, she half-runs ahead of me, through
the hospital-style swing doors, down a labyrinth of
corridors and up internal fire-escape stalrwells until we
finally emerge at a frosted-glass doorway emblazoned
with the BBC World Insignia. W are on the threshold of
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one of the most widely viewed newsrooms in the world:
an audience of 200 million and rising, and McNaught
regularly informs and entertains a slice of those through
the off-peak hours which are during the day for her New
Zealand fans watching on Sky's Channel 55,

MeNaught heads to the newsdesk dais for a 4,50am
tehearsal. Qut comes the hand-held mirror, a quick
fidddle with the fringe, followed by a faultless reading of
the top stories, A colleague offers an Insight into her
professionalism: “The correspondents in the field are top
dogs in their field, so the presenters have to be able to
hold their own. They don't hire you unless they know
you can do it."

MeNaught's ability to handle new material, often
within seconds, has been hard-tested over the past weeks,
“Since the shooting started, It's been mad,” she says,
“We're in the chair often for hours at a time — my first
war shift was five hours non-stap. The concentration
required leaves you completely shattered by the end. You
don't know who's going to come up on the satellite, or
what they'll be able to tell you, You equip yourself with
prodigious quantities of reading, go in with pages of
notes ... and at least a couple of maps so you know what
people are referring to.

“The great blessing,” she continues, "are the experts
who sit with us on-set to talk the issues through. At the
very least, that enables you to balance the pornography



of warfare with an exploration of its consequences,”

Like many at the BEC who are saddened at the
inevitability of the war, McMaught points out that it's
rdiculous that Helen Clark and Peter Arnett have both
been criticised for stating the "bloody obvious”, "Nothing
they've said differs from what most of our defénce analysts
and Arab expents have been saying for the past week.”

Clark comes across well on the world stage, she says,
particularly over the Tampa refugees.

“We had a spectacular day at the office when the
Australian prime minister and the Australian foreign
minister said some extracrdinary things and behaved in
a way that really cast Australla in a very strange and
alarming new light,

“And then Helen Clark came on and said, “Well, we'll
take some of the Tampa refugees’. And we got her on the
phone and [ had her on BEC World. She sounded exactly
how you'd want your leader to sound — sensible,
practical, compassionate, realistic — and impressive,”

OW did McNaught prove to the BEC she was up
chtm with the best? Her eatly years offer a telling

insight. Bom in London in 1965, she was the only
child of a single mother. “Do you ever think back on
your father and consider ‘what 12" T ask.

1 da, but not with regret — curjosity,” she replies.

“] guess probably more intensely after my mother died in
1990, She did such a good job of parenting me, and

1 had such stronyg role models growing up, that [ never
felt fatherless.”

Those role models were McNaught's mother and
a sole surviving aunt. “They were like Yin and Yang,” she
says. “From my aunt [ leamt courage and strength of
purpose, tempered With tremendous common senie, From
my mother, | took the feeling that to hold passionately
felt bellefs was llke rocket-fuel. 1t could take you to places
and drive you the way few other things could. There was
also-a danger it could explode in your hands.”

Although they had little money, her mother always
bought the full complement of Sunday newspapers,
which helped to quench McNaught's thirst to understand
what was going on around her — and explain why she
wanted to be a journalist from the age of 10,

"It seemed the ideal job — one that made sense of the
world,” she says, “There were many questions [ needed to
ask as a young woman: why people were suffering, why
regimes were allowed to continue when they were patently
evil, why wars started? If | needed the answers to those
questions, jeurnalism would allow me to pursue them,”

MeNaught won a scholarship to the prestigious St
Paul's School for Girls in London, but desperate to break
free from the strictures of academia, she spurned
university and headed for Europe, where she first met
MNew Fealanders.

“It was like the missing link — they made sense of
the world in a way | hadn’t been able to before,” she says.
“1 liked their take — they spoke English, but they couldn't
have been less English. And 1 thought, ‘Yeah, that's
a good place to go, because they're free — free to be who
they want to be, outside of expectations of family or class
or miliev’, and | wanted to go and start there,”

The plan was still to pursue journalism. “But no one
in my family had any contacts in the media, | had no ins
— no starting points. Who do you ask, aged 187 Do you
ring up Rupert Murdoch and say, *1 fancy working on
your paper!”’

“That wouldn't have put you off,” I ask her.

ﬁ @ Since the shooting started, it's been
mad. We're in the chair often for hours at a
time — my first war shift was five hours

non-stop. The concentration required leaves
you completely shattered by the end, ) a

DO-UP PROJECT: In 1997 McNaught's aunt died, leaving her this cottage In East Sussex. Renovating IL “wrecked my health and noarly
wrecked my sanity”.

"No, but coupled with the fact | didn't like England
very much any more, because of Thatcher, it was as likely
I'd seart overseas as it was that 1'd start in the UK

MeNaught's first job in New Zealand, in 1985, was
cleaning out Newmans coaches. Then came a stint as
a secretary with TNT, before breaking into journalism
with two years on business magazines where; aged 21,
she won a Qantas Media Award for a feature on the
courier industry. “1 brought to the article what 1 knew
because 1'd worked at THNT," she smiles, “Nothing like
a lttle close-up experience.” '

McMaught got her foot in the door at Television
MNew Zealand as a researcher for Epewitness News.

Before long the programme’s successor became Tomight
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with Anita McNaught, The rest is history — almost.

Until now, McNaught has never said why she left the
state broadeaster and then TV3 to retumn to the UK.

*Television MNew Zealand in the mid-90s was the most
miserable, spiteful and unpleasant place to work,” she
says. “It was hideous. People were just spiteful — it was
an appalling place. It squandered talent and engaged in
petty psychological torture In order to pass the time.”

“How did that personally affect you?"

“I'm not going to tell you,” she says. “I'm not going
to lay bare for you the inner workings of my soul,”
Instead, she cites John Hawkesby's exit in 2000 as
“typliying everything 1 felt was wrong with TVNZ",

Her own departure was, it seemns, amicable. =+
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=+ "Put this down, please,” she says. “You go with dignity,
and you go politely. You've sald what you need to say In
the departure. If you were happy, you would stay.”

MihNaught's demeanour changes when we discuss her
time at TV3 on 20420, “My two and a half years at V3
were, without question, the happiest of my professional
life,” she says. “Nothing I've done here, 5o far, has come
any way near reaching the kind of satisfaction, excitement,
sense of achlevement | felt at TV3."

But she left. Why? “Because that's the only way to
tackle a country like England. You don't leave at your
least confident, you leave at your most professionally
contented, The idea of coming here was 1o work with
the best people | could find, on projects 1 cared about,
doing journalism | was proud of and getting better at
what [ did.”

That sald, McMaught is passionate about returning
“home", “Its payback. Mew Zealand gave me so much,
taught me so much, there's a quid pro quo — it's a point
of honour. You go away, take what you learnt, use it to
build on, acquire new skills, make new contacts and
then you bring it back and you use it to make the New
Zealand media a better place.”

“Your advice to wannabe joumalists?”

"Don't go to college and theorise about it. Find the
work, find someone to take you on, and do it, But
respect yoursell. Don't get taken for a ride becanse
there’s plenty of peapls out there who'll screw you,”

EEKS before she retumed to Britain in 1997,

MeNaught's secand aunt died, leaving her

a rundown Elizabethan cottage in Sussex. In the
middle of deciding whether or not to renovate, she landed
freelance work as a presenter at BEC World, “I'd planned
to work for small, independent production companies, on
cutrent affairs programmes, dolng more of what I'd been
doing on 20/20. That was the idea — still 5,

But she realised the money from pmwnﬁng for

THE HIGH LIFE: Sharing a chic pad In Bayswater, Londan, with her
camaraman hushand Olaf Wilg,

a year could finance the cottage rebuild, offering a
sanctuary from the rigours of work in London. Well,
almost, “I completely underestimated the time and the
maney involved. It took me two and a half years, not
one. It took every penny | had. It wrecked my health
and nearly wrecked my sanity.”

By 2000, McMaught was exhausted from working
Eiller hours on cutting-edge news and curment affairs
shows alongside presenting work, with all the money
going into builders’ barnk accounts, “So [ unhooked
mysell from the entire set-up, kicked my bullders out —
In a loving and caring way — and moved in.”

Owver a summer, her best friend from MNew Zealand
came to stay. “We sat on the lawn and drank a lot of gin
and talked about life.” McNaught started writing features
for the Times, and doing commentary for Radio MNew
Zealand, returning to her journalistic roots to make
sense of living In complete rustic isolation. She also took
up organic gardening, “In the autumn of 2001 1 began

2 l el i = ;1T

& g I've worked
for gay causes,
becanse | think that
in being active for
that, I'm fighting for
people on the
margins — and in
fighting for people
on the margins you
make it better for
everyone, and
better for gay

-

people. @ @

THE GOOD LIFE: McNaught took up organic gardening in her rural sanctuary — broad beans, mange-tout,

pumphin, lomatoes, swestcom and frult troes.

waorking for the BUC's Correspondent, while slowly
Increasing my work at BBC World again,”

Then, In November 2002, she and her husband Olaf
Wiig bought the London flat and since she has been
doing more for BBC World,

Her relationship was crucial in getting her through
a difficult period, says McNaught, who married Wilg, “a
very gorgeous Kiwl guy”, in 1999, The couple met at TV3
where Wilg was a cameraman, and married in 1999 after
deliberately escaping the usuai fanfare normally given to
celebrities. And no, McNaught's relationship, which
attfacted considerable attention In Auckland before she
left, is not a sham, “It's been said you're gay, Is it true?”

McNaught becomes Indignant: “If you think I'm
going to hand you some sort of manufactured scandal or
renunciation, then you're sadly mistaken, One of the things
I think I've always fought against Is the categorisation,
classification and subsequent dismissal of a person,” she
says. "A person doesn't think a particular way because
they sleep with a particular person. I'm not going to feed
youl a label, even if there were a label to feed.”

Later she adds another couple of thoughts: *'ve
worked for gay causes, because | think that in being
active for that, I'm fighting for people on the marging —
and In fighting for people on the margins you make it
better for everyone, and better for gay people.” She
pauses: “Society always progresses from the margins.”

Happily married, she now worries about — and
envies — Wilg who, as a cameraman, is even thicker into
the war. "He's off to Kuwait this week,” she says, “"He's
been home barely a month since the last stint, The plan
this time s for him to embed with one of the American
divisions that has not yet arrived in Iraq, and then | may
not hear anything from him for weeks, Unless there's
some kind of bad news ... But we won't go there,

“It's a surreal time for both of us. He's doing the job
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he's always wanted to do. He's damn good at it, I'm
hugely proud of him. And not a little envious, to be
perfectly honest,”

As we finish McMNaught offers a final anecdote
showcasing her love affair with Now Zealand.
“Periodically, drunken New Zealanders who I don't know
see me in the middle of the night and ring up the BRC
just for the hell of it, and manage to bluff their way past
the suspicious people on reception by clalming they're
a long-lost relative, They get through, and they're pissed
as anything, and they go, 'Oh, 1 don't think you were
very good tonight,” The calls are very funny, but the
warmth and sense of ownership, that's fine. 1'm yours,
I'm your chick out there, The sense of community across
that huge distance is really tangible and, you know,
normally you just end up laughing,”

Is she happy? Looking at her lifestyle, the answer
seems self-evident. “This is a year of chasing the work
I want, rather than work I have to do to bring the
money In,” she says. “BBC World has been a great
blessing, but it's not alpha and omega. It's not where ['m
meant to be — It's not where I'm going to stay, But at
the moment it's a fantastic place to be because of what's
happening internationally. It has many advantages, but
it’s not the end of the story.”

Later still we contact McNaught to ask her if the
rumnoured offer from lan Fraser at TVNZ has any truth to
it. Moy, she says, “1 do get calls from time to e Mot
recently for any big telly jobs though, They're always
& temptation when they come, but 1 haven't done
enough in the UK yet to justify packing it all in. When
I come back to New Zealand, I'm planning to stay — so
you have to be very, very sure ... But the homesickness
never subsides, and I often dream about New Zealand —
big action-packed super-saturated dreams that 1 wake up
smiling from ..." [4
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hen Len Cook told British TV
late last year that the country's

latest Census results were “the

most accurate picture possible

of our population”, he copped
it. Overnight, New Zealand's former chief
statistician and now the UK's top number
cruncher (or National Statistician and Reg-
istrar General for England and Wales, to
employ his official title) became a media
tarpet: the results, they claimed, were far
from accurate — a million Britons were
simply unaccounted for! Councils, which
rely on Census resulis for their slice of the
government'’s annual grant, were frothing,
Legal action was threatensd. Cook was
feeling the heat.

“It's the one thing my experience in New
Zealand didn’t equip me for,” he concedes
about the still-unresolved dispute. “T've
had to become a lot more resilient in terms
of the intensity of media debate, Here when
vou gel something wrong, it really is ‘ol
with vour head'! The challenge is remem-
bering that | can't give as good as [ get.”

Cook’s style was once described as
“parthy” - has he modified it for the even
grever environs of the British puhli:: SEV-
ice? “I'm told I've enhanced the language
of the weekly permanent secretary group
in the British Government a little. Ha ha!"
They must like him, though ~ his contract
has been extended until 2005,

“In a British public administration,
people are less likely to be blunt than they
are in an antipodean environment,” he
savs. "I've decided | was appointed because

| ¥

of what 1 am, so | haven't made huge efforts |

a2

to change. You can get away with things
because you come from a different culture,
and you should take advantage of that,
because people have an expectation that
:ou'll do things differently.

“If my colleagues wan! o criticise a pres-
entation, most spend the first two or three
minutes thanking people and telling them
how great it is before getting to the point.
| just get to the point. Sometimes you see
faces drop when people feel they're being
damaged for life, when all you're doing ..."
He trails off — a habit throughout the inter-
view that betrays a butterfly mind brim-
ming with information and ideas — before
finishing, “People take a while to get used
to the other side of being reasonably quick
off the mark - the fact vou're moving onto
something else.”

A little Kiwi self-deprecation, he sug-
gests, goes a long way, “If you can't laugh
al yourself, vou miss out on a lot of good
jokes. And a sense that how you treat

| people who are least important is perhaps

one of the most important ways of judging
other people.

“l had an interview today with a guy
from the British media who knew one of
my press officers was here. He fnished
by saying, ‘Well, you'll get one of your
flunkies to do that." And I thought, basi-
cally, *Stuff yvou' - you know, that sort of
absolutely dorkish behaviour.”

COOK WAS BOREN IN Dunedin in 1949,
Dux of his local school, he did a BA (Hons)
in maths and stats at Otago University
before joining the Department of Statistics

s 9
in 1971. His New Zealand bonds remain
strong: he says he has missed only one
family Christmas dinner —in 1985, “Shirley
[his partner of 20 years| and | wenl tramp-
ing in Abel Tasman Park. Bul every other
vear we've always got together,

“From a distance, you get a sense Mew
Zealand is undervalued in how it presents
itself. Those involved in public policy
need a broader world view on the impor-
tance of communities that are cohesive
but diverse and the integrity of the envi-
ronment. We've long been receivers of
migrants and have a remarkable capacity
to absorb people who are different. You
can see that by the ease with which New

| Zealanders cope with all sorts of different

communities and cultures, That must be
an immense strength.

*Add to that the environmental richness
— in some ways, New Zealand is almost
entirely an organic farm — and it ought to
become much more of a dominant thing.
The Tourism Board's *100% Pure’ is stun-
ning — it’s the most marvellous branding of
New Zealand that's existed. It would be
wonderful if that became the whole brand
of New Zealand.,”

He also rates heading Statistics New Zea-
land as his career highlight. “The UK job is
different — il’s larger scale, more challeng-
ing and incredibly stimulating. Back homes
however, 1 had a place, not only as the head
of the organisation, but as a citizen who
had a public role. 1 always think the top
people in the civil service are also leaders
of the community they come from, In New

| Zealand, I felt T occupied such a role.” B
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GETTING A

MOVE ON

How a Kiwi founded a top French relocation
company.

(® BY CARSON SCOTT

ew Zealander Judy Braham
believes that if you don't
take risks in life, you never
achieve much. She arrived
in France 20 years ago wilh
limited French, but set upon
a path that today finds her heading one of
France's leading relocation companies.

“When you come to a new city and don’t
speak the language, confronting a major
cultural difference is a challenge,” she says.

“Apart from everything else, | was used
to the wonderful accommodation we have
in New Zealand - tons of space, every-
thing spanking new and clean and fresh.
We came into Paris where evervthing’s
old. I remember looking at the buildings
and saying: ‘They look awful - they look
like cages!”

“When you're looking for a home in
Paris, you go into a ents where
everything’s taken out — light fittings,
kitchens ... It's a shock.”

Separating from her French partner
was also a shock, but Braham went to the
Sorbonne University and did courses in
language, literature, music, art, lifestyle,
newspapers — and daily life.

She topped her classes, loved Paris and
grew to love its architecture. In her final
week at the Sorbonne, Braham spotted a
job in a newspaper for a research assistant
at one of the “big eight” accounting firms.
Her diverse experience got her the posi-
tion: from second-in-command to fishing
magnate John Coop (at the age of 21 she
had exported jellied eels to the Germans
and imported frogs’ legs into New Zealand
from Asia), to marketing jobs in Australia
for Lend Lease Corporation and Fletchers,

If getting a job in Paris proved relatively
simple, finding accommodation was vastly
more difficult.

“I had an accommodation list and

asked a local, ‘If you had time to visit just |

one apartment after work tonight, which
would vou choose?

24

“It was a charming old building in the
Rue de Seine on the top floor with a high
ceiling and beams. | fell in love with iL
The only problem was there were about 30
other people also in love with it."

Feeling pretty dejected, Braham left with
the woman who appeared to have won the
lease. “We got into the lift and | said to her
in my broken French, ‘Are you going to
rent this? She said, ‘No, I'm going to get it
for one of my clients.” Her job was helping
foreigners find homes. 1 replied, "I've just
got a job in a leading company which has
expatriates. If you could get that apartment
for me, I'll introduce you to my boss.” So
we did a deal.”

fter she had been in her job for
four years, the senior partner
died unexpectedly, the company
decentralised and Braham took a
job in Brussels. But determined to retum to
Paris, she put an ad in the Herald Thbune
to see if she could help people settle into
Paris — and make it pay.

Her first client, & man from one of the
major French cosmetic conglomerates,

rang and said, “I'd like your help. Wha
does it cost?™ So Braham rang friends ang
asked them. “Someone suggested 15,000
francs and 1 said, "That's an enormoyg
amount.’ | rang him back and said: ‘Ang
50 percent in advance,'

“He said, "With pleasure. Who do | make
the cheque out tw?' [ replied, Er ... Execy.
tive Relocations France.” I searched in the
paper, took him out in my new car, wasn’t
sure | knew my way around Paris, but
delighted him by finding a lovely home.”

Braham bought a list of France's 4000
biggest companies and, from December
1989 until forming Executive Relocations
France in April 1990, grew the business,
Within two vyears, tumover exceeded
£500,000,

She was soon looking for new space.
“My secretary came and looked at the

Judy Braham: rises to a challenge.

building we are in now [Executive House,
off the Champs-Elysées| and said: ‘Judy,
it’s in terrible disrepair. It's far too big,
but it's got a beautiful marble staircase.’
I said, ‘Show me the plans.’ I saw a four
storey building being sold as three storeys,
because the lower floor in France is con-
sidered to be the basement - really some-
thing just for cellars.

“But, in this case, the basement had a
ceiling of about five metres.” Braham fig-
ured she could put air conditioning in and
get usable office and conference space.

She convinced bankers to lend her more
than 100 percent of the purchase price.
She now rents six superbly equipped
upstairs apartments to expats while they
look for permanent accommodation.

Part of Braham's strategy is a new
business start-up service, helping overseas
companies set up in France, “We offer
entry into the European market — not
simply Paris.” But she still loves the city.
And loves her job. That, she says, “is a real
privilege in life".
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WOMEN

ON TOP

Expat Judith Mayhew Jonas is a famous London dame
who has been teaching the Brits a thing or two about
progressing a woman's lot. ey carsow scoTT
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ol iy devalving, power 1o ralse (i,
tnsteail of tha Treasury controlling natons)
didhd from the cemime, “The govermrmet &
interesiod i peivide parinonships
ard "|;.|| 4 EMgHIrTan bwnrnises 1hia |.'.'.'|-'|lﬂ
sicior bas o lof 1o tench the pablic secios
lin ternas ol mmamags il pdecs and
e |'|i'.|.'|:|'.|:..| calculaticn of il B
i many ways, society day has: booma
it s k- i
We am, In many cases, living o e
Victorian infrestructun: = thal great period
0f alcliceg nodcls. il waber :|;||,||'._ e
triciky and s Wermne. Every Truzicdnnd o

“We are, in many cases, living on our Victorian
infrastructure — that great period of building roads,
rail, water supply, electricity, sewerage ... every
hundred years or so, you have to renew that”

hir pauns portiolice. should he win, In
the evant, she b doparty Chuils of the
Lossdlive Diesvulopmint Agancy (responsshlo
Jing s o |||-.!u|'\-\. ankire aoomois devel TP
mend| and L gelome s persoiel Hiance
aeul Do e il v

Copnhimed, thess jobs gave her great
inmight into Lomdon's trapsport probloms
il copvinend bie of be need for e
Congeetinn  Churgn, which  drmsatically
msctue] ey e Do

Clowald the sami ysie solve Aucklnnd s
ridloek woes?

"l bave myv doubts, wven tho leck of
|.J.||I|II tmpsport peovissin 88 an alferm-
e, il conaddirsl with the Eprral-
ot mature of the oy, s diffeent. e
bxcaiise London i & much rEstine dinsay
= l||I|.|.1Il | |!E.u|"||.||| Ay of ks Mo Fas.
land oitios, evoept Wollingaon, when, for
plysical constmisl mesons, J""'j'lll [
piuch closer b tho cogilen moaning il
T ﬂL‘-U-"-! oo ber syl

Skl ||I|||II|'.. OO IninisiTig Flirm

or s, yeml havs i remine thal. Anid Dhe e
hets cotme o o thiis = bn N ool aod
tho UK clijes R Enteresding M s [T
5 soans was, meckless .,n.i gt Ll
Victoelan entrepronours wiers in 1he way in
which thery pot things done, Perhuips we
Dot 1o hosaned up & oo il Lt and
L] ke, whslch ke ihi TS VIrry clmwi
I

exgrsive, The can-do, will-
il i BTN

THEIIENL % Blssims o Hhit oo

il P i indrastinectime

o iloes My e Jonas 1hink Elola
Clasks povernmeni s nanning ihe
ommtry? °1 dont know o - g
dirlnll what's golng on. Bul & enieibing
fournalistn i thi LK lave roksod s 100
Vs ol hinving o weorman Dovernond ;'I'll"'“I'
 woknan PM ool o worman, Chiel TE (e
o Tl folioes toaaclo o o abouk: “yolm
hete becaumse thare ane no jobs bl BF
YO over (hern', wihich [s interesting.
Whiy ool mutiarn, el corntesd o JEcaaighE =

Irvindling Teibiinesl Lr:l|||.|.-\: =1 s Ll
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JURE & Jo0d LISTENER

FUDITH EATEIW JORLE:
“rid i ASMLMELESS OPPORTURIST "

e il i1 weoald be quite proesempiuoss
For Heosa of as swho've mads our careers
akrpoae] b0 o bk nned sleg Frn drned et 0s
of right b0 acdilove odlico, That's scamotiilng
i v gl o e Ehrosagh bolngg part of the

iy, Ak Doecsnl
WSS, VOUI T B &8 o corpetbagssor

HEE{ER

iy e

anid

ihiart s okl weny 1 wosld b Whink's
|mypartanl = 11 you ook 8l MNiow Sealanad o

& ghobal, connected world = 8 thoso

I'r s

witio remain nhroad, whio've B il ||II-|.a||-|'\-|'\-|||'

v el Endluence, wne ambasssdors for

oontry, nopresenl i best valses ondd

Indend, work very hard for Now Zoalanad

i ol loer st e

Wi e part ol 1hi HlaSpHaTs — W e
e Sedlimders, ol a4 Miewr Zenlani -

o and oreste part of tha view alowl
irve Feadnmdd B oaboul. Thal's key

small country thak can®t afford oo

whini
I. ir o

Iy

LR TS Wy L I|'||I p'];;mlnl,,:l'_.,-"
wiis meduend diring Goonge Calr's tosm as
High Commissloner, he called 5 seveml
of us whio've got rascnabile influsnoes and
sudd: ‘Right. you're the unpabd staff® Ho
lnvidved s kn what was poing on, ook
beiofings om ce and nvelved s when

M Lambsmilems came over. That
shouldm't by warsdareest] matod. ™

Tt

miyrial commitments and neljust-

M mvhew Jomnas s ﬁl'.'lu'-vi“..g by
ing 1w working 12-bour days
instoad of 18, following her marriags st
voar bo English MNatlonal Cipeera  (ENCH]
dlecaos |:'|.||-\.I|||-|;-  Joanas. *We ot on the
meoming 1 errived hack Groem Mo Soalasd
0 eouple of years ago. In ondor (0 keep
wwake ared stop gelting el lags | weaal o &
party for the ENO and met him again He
ot of eadd, " Ao vou Inderested (i |.|.ﬂlr.|l"
Anicl | sadel, 'Yea', and be sdd, 71 have twa

Hekeds 1o someihing. woald yvou ke io
couree ™ Bl wea'el biwn com the fringes: of tha

st groups for years,”

Hevw lum maarriesd Lo changed han® "R

In my owin por
nd it is wonderful baing abls

10 shasrm Inimgs. Batwesn e Do ol o, we
are going ke verything of the Royal Opers
Hoame amd mveryiling ot the Codlspurm
|EML I, #0 theee's a |.'J;.a.- amenant of won-

dlordial onprs srel B dlod (o oo Hves!™

e tryving: b0 nasrmosy cenay 1o the Boyal
r:'p-f.l Fhia 1wy, rll:-\.l--.-l-hr"l. of the MNatamal
Hestory  Musoum  and Eings [l beps
Cambridge. Ther chapol and the choir am
waniderul nnd being part of the e
silucatiom systes, with the Jdebates shoui
fi i anding ond the mle of anlvesi-

Bl 0 SOCEAY, B vy '|-|F“”'|:IL

T always '.|'|-|'|.IL:|‘||‘ IV WOrk Wie S
moresting. I've gid up and said: "What P'm
d-|-.|.;.; losikany b ppreak. ' B yomi e feol Erjaying
what you'm doing. you should changs g

youur dibe, This s nob o dress selisimsal
s 18"
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Robm Cooke

he Rt Hon Lord Cooke of Thom-
don, KHE, ONE, P liss theatee,
the Times crosswornd and wabch-
ing crickot as his hobbios in the
latest Wha's Wha.

Yol ot 77. the low remains o passion
ard, Im e rare Enlerview with Uhe Lisdsieg,
ho put his hewd abowe the parapst o
support  Mew  Zealasd  replacing  the
Privy  Coune il with a homegrown
Su e Camart,

“Ii's & matlor of natioooal g:Ll'.'l.'IJl..
naticnal idankity. 1Vs no longer creditablo

o sulimit our coses 1o @ court fae off, not |

voresd in Mew Zealond law. W naoed
judges soaked in Now Zealawd Eaw, mod

aciuiee o amatiering of Mew Zealand low
as thow go along.”™

IN MAY, Cooke appearnd in \'p':-!l;u.mn"_
beefors tho Justice and Eociomal Selec
Committes 1o back the governmonts
bill on the new Sapresme Courd, apgu-
ing: "Law i made in two ways = by the
legislature and |'J:. the: courts. The .;I:.H- is
wall past when the UK Parklamont coulsd
maks statate law for Mow Zealand. Why
shouald it be any miors acceplable that an
|EI!j,|J.iK|! conirl should make coatson v
forr B dealand™

st this begal Braternily opposoes changs
Why? " Bodies Hioe the New Zoaland Law

fudpes soaked in English law who may | Society bave a long trmdition of consery.

12

———m

ptigm. I8 wold e oo mach © RAY thoy
e ohatrm-tive, bud they are ol roemakly
creabive o Ehair .1|:-|:-ren;| hin |_|rn]|Ev|l||:|"=

“Many lawyors in Mew Zealand hay
it mally thaught through this prolsem
of have had vory lilile Brsthand expori:
ene of the kind of litigation which will
roach the Suprome Cour. Ofon e
miist vocilerous oomemsonis aee made by
poaple who've pover agupeesarand 6 i
Privy Council og, if thoy hovo dops s
oaly once o twice = and may moel oven
have appoared n the Cournt o .'|.|l|:lll.'\-|-|-
miode than on & Aesting oocasion.”

In contrast, Cooke ks eaalnentlly guali-
fiexl o comment: 20 voars as o Cowrd of
Appoal judge {the last 10 as president)

LISTEMER SEPTEMBER 13 2000

Lerd Cookin: “dhversity nesds bearing I misd”,

former meanber af the A ppellate Coommdt-
tizes of 1Ly Hioiase of Londs, and the fudicisl
Cioprumittes of the Privy Counctl [wieen he
ratired in 20071, he had sat In moeo than
100 cnses andd was s longest-serving
membwr); ool o meniion stints on Hoog
Komg's Court of Final Appeal and his
amgoing presidancy of the Samoan Coust
|||'_|’|_|:||_H¢r|,|b.

Its an impressive CV = and suffickong
xperience 10 convinds him of the need
o provide for an overseas element in
the court's composition — something he
wamnts reflectad in the gavernment's kill,

“Tha Chief Justice should have
the power to call on overseas judges
= mot jusi English, Scottish and Inish,
buf Camaclian iulhgt-.i. for instsnce, who
conld be extromaly ]1|'\l|.|!lfl.|| om Maor
matters, becauss thay"ve hod cases nboud
the Inuilts and Indian trdbes and ame
Impressive judges also on human rights.
It would be a modifving snd enrich-
ing presance, but would st dominaste
becawse the core of the coun would
atill e & MNew Zealangd count, It wold
also ensure one didn't @l into the g
of adhering to o distinctly MNew Zealand
lime if, on reflection, Uhere was seen o be
better lnw mude elsowhers.

“You could even book 1o Auwstralia
= although T wouldn't repard that as a
[ia=t Jlriil|i'|:|' iy

Why not? It has had some fine judges
in the past and still has some o] bent
judges, but they have become riber
Bolationist in the law im Australia
— rather ward-looking - and very
consarvative. 1 understand ok Mossard
salel that when vacancies anse in tho
High Court, he was going 1o appolnt
Conservalives with a capital © Whether
or not he said that, that is what he has
dome, The result i8 that more libeeal
judges = like Michael Kirby = tend o be
radlser ienbsted in Ausrakin,”

What af simklar conoens thed Now
Zoaland  Atborvery  Cemneral
Wilsom could appoint Labour cronies 1o
the Sugreme Cour? My oondoem &S fun-
dlamantally difforent, | fsar thal, becawss
of the crithcism along thoss lines, she
tay b driven 1o mako stodgy appalnt-
s b play i sale and sinaply
preoenole poconding fo semioniy,

Whiat's thn danger thers? ~You will get
ad mbratile judges, o doubi, bk thy will
nol macemsarily bo judges best squipgped
o st in @ court of fnal appeal
mre different talenis requirnd for dilfer-
aid types of courds, A el cosnt judge

iF] -|-_'l.|='m|.1|!|i o have cerloin nbalitbes i |
| mstiafnctory 1o Macri I ibet person coudd

dealing primarily with questions of fact
bn swmensdng up o the pary snd so forth

A Court of Appeal jadge is sippossd 1o |

SEPTEMEER 13 2000 LISTEMER

hlargaret |

[hiamn |

| hawe pasticular powess of analyss in

tecicding ssues of law.

“Whin you come o a lop cour, a
Supromp Court for imstance, ancther
tlement offen comes Bt @ - legal
philosophy of legal outlook, breadih
of vision - and # doesn't follow that
anyhody who may be sdminable as a
Lamart of Appeal or High Count ||,bdgn will
aufoenatically be best saited to a court of
final appeal

“The principle of diversity eeds b
ing in mind hore, o0, The coun will
wark miee effectively if you have a mnge
anl bland of autloaks. Yeu wanl to make
sure, {f you can, that ot all yowr judges
think tha sumo way.”

COOKE  ALSD FAVOURS oo apting
judges wilh special experience in cates
calling for it - for instance, MMaor judges
fior Maori cases. He dissnisses critics who
gay this would mean an averreaching
inflsence by ona member on the bench
“Thir tlureat of o jelge — whatever ks
rach = dominating an appeal court is an
almalute myth, Appellate judges arm very
much their own masters and that simply
waouldn'l happes.”

Bt won't there be o disparity of
knowledpge betwesn a Maorl judgs and
a Europoan? “There will be, but in the
end, onon that knowledge his been
shared, tho gquestion will be oo of
judgment, and s mally a question of
the Maori member making a contriba-
ibon o the i||.-:||| inl cebate eathor ihan
dominabing iL™

What of the suggestion fhat counsel
should Briel the court on MMaor issuss
iFthoy'we plvotal 10 & caso, mibor than &
Maot judge being co-opted 1o 38 an the

groups in Mew Zealand sociely, not
just Macei. B its okay for ihem 1o
g0 unrepresenied in & court of only
five judlpes, why make an ..--ur_u|_:ﬂin|| fior
langata whenia?

“"Maori ane singled ol becawse they
ars the oiher partner bo the landamestal
Mow Eealand document - the Treaty of
Waitangi. It is rightly regarded now as
the foundation document of the modem
Mevw Eoaland sste. And (s right that the
uther Treaty partrees should have a say in
final derisions whems they bear on Troaty
righte. The Chief Justioe [Sian Elkas],
tmscamsn ol her backgmand at the bar, has
a knowledge of Macri isnoes that will be
valunble. But | don think that som of
kncwlisdgn is ever a complete substibale
for the mstinctive ways of thoughd &n
indigenous haor would have ™

Hix |'H'|I'|pp- Sedacard Lerio the wider debaie
oser thi public haviog a sy on the now
court via A mleresdam, by ciing 1he
unsuocesshul litigation over which moll
Mlanel showld vole on i he mifn-up lin
LY

“The difficulties ol explaiming the
imsge of counl stnascturs bo the alector
abe wild be considerable and 1 weald
not be surprised to find o challenge to
whal was doge ry wey ol lisgal scibom
In the 30 or 40 countries thal have
abolished the Prvy Council, there has
novor bson, 1o my nowledge. & o
endum. Neither have any of the New
Toalami ocis LL.!I'LI.!I".HH a1 I'||.'L:||| ol
lllbwl o tha Privy Coundcl - i|||.|l.|||I|I'||.;
the Employment Contmacts Acl, which
|'|||:|||I.|||'|I|l-|| IE |:I1!||1'l|'\r - |‘l'||:||| 1ha l||||‘|.|_|l:£
off meherondummn.”

Bt wouldn't the | prkmhai s al A
prositive nilspencdum vobs make i Harder

“It's a matter of national growth, national identity. It's no
longer creditable to submit our cases to a court far off, not
versed in New Zealand law. We need judges soaked in New
Zealand law, not judges soaked in English law."

bonch? “H is o possible approach -
168 ol & sdlilae

“Try pufting oness=ll in the dpposite
position, Conskder @ court of five Maari
jadges dotermining an issue relating 1o
the Pakeba. [ could be sid: "It ap o
counsed bo hrief the Meor judges.” Bt |
foel coraln the white peopda = t0 use n
rather oli-fashioned opresion — would

IIt1Il.|1 |-|-|||'1|q ||||1-|_- i Enomdher o I‘.'|1|lI

bench.

h||1|]_|.|’|'|' I have nis doukd a2 all that
if o suitably qualified Maori wen svall-
ahle, [ would be far better ancd more

sit in an appropriate case.”

Thare are now  distingl  ethmie

o fudhuse El.u|_|=;|||u|l1 I Igul'\ru i will
af thy people and, as MNational bas sag
gestend, rulnstatn appeals o London? “M'm
not sure Lhat's logical. Once (beee had
by onee meferendum. iF & chenge was
proposed, lbere would pronimably he
andihee. Then vou'd bo in the sinsation
of always wanking rderonda when you
sware Changing your oot stnectiane,
“The uninformad will of the peopls
i3 & vory vagus concepl. When the sepa
rate Mew Fealand Courl of Appeal was
created in 1957, the changn was arguably
fandasmintal, bid oo ono w,bgnll:'d A
referendum.”
And with thai, Lord Cooke rests his
IR ]
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FISHING

SIMON SAYS ... DO THI®

Former MP Simon Upton’s Paris job with the OECD gives him the clout to malk
difference on the world stage of sustainable development.

(%) BY CARSON SCOTT

hen < Skmon  Upton  was
i goverinenl | minlster

of interactions ek, always ’ it fullvim
mtrnstid dnlo - baleg ;ﬂm t‘dm;;k;mrnur;:“:" L!:'I'.:"I'I

in MNew Zealand, inter- | denominator B Bhcdeia Schic lar s f1r! ¢
nalional Engagumyis Aiheugh Ihuymﬂmm 2= wnd thought 1t ws
= no miber what hkis |

=28

s b sl affinirs, the ol werk was

donn in bikstemls, i
broom  cuphboards Fﬂhﬁ.ﬂ

ligthy enwerastions, whoros my foal.

parifolia = warn thie |sas
matisfnctory part of th job.
“A lot of them ween lving doathi

In Intemational commbiees, &
the overambliion  of

itn global bovel, in tenie

1

= thoy worn dry, formal, prescriptive, | ing abwmys wes that IF thies wied " T
hernaucratic sxchanges and o complete | wero fa) nol so massdve, wnd (b)) the ikl 'I'ﬂ}- mi”:ll? 1:|.,|ll.| of
wiste af tme.” says Upbon, on his firs paliticlans wha wor Q. anl [ |rL?|- ol i

pullng with tho New Zoaland modin | taken sericusly snd ths imoetlngs wirs “tﬂtl S ta I 1.| P
glnco becoming chaloman of the Hound | proporly prepared. vou coold ﬂd_m troathos, which B pasitril
Talibe om Suslainabls Development | real walon* 2 RRSE - RACTE

e - ; %. ; tusid,
ot e Crgonisation for Economic Co- | Uplon: bogan: os ehabrmin & g cirsiil
operwtion ond Dovelopment (CECD) i | ruiianal tabile in 1908, oilmg hm ﬁﬂ::ﬁlmhh v “M“" I‘~'-"'
2001, ~Beconse of the largn pumber | mostingd in Paris o 2007, M“ it y g

i Wa're waylng: iR L
It's the single most interesting thing happening in New 2

ealand - how we're coming to

Slmsan Upton: “A lof of intemational angage-
mants wore ... o complote wasbo of time.”

Bin ok EOEress, what would you
dat Whero do vou got vosr maxinsiem
levarage? Whal swonsld mako thi bigensy
iffroace?

“WWhiat tha ronmed nhle doas |8 ey
gpeciflc. Ibs nol about geiting inte big
apconniers. Thasn amo small mentings,
with 30 to 40 poople. Wa ask: "What
i ks dssuie @l the hatiom of (his (ha's
making it difficult 1o progress’

l:'-[m'.n'-: prowdiest achisvement so far
swith the roumd dnhle is o Ashaories 1aske
forco involving MNew Fealand, sot up
after the World Summit on Susiainnhble
l'hat'nlh]pmusl in Johanneshurg in 2002,
“We lpoked ot the agenda coming out of
In;uh.unnrslu.lrg = 168 pamgrphs - andd
sald; “Yen're naver godng 1o ackbe Hhess
|5 ll:l.' having  mieca-ooFerioe
wham people uiter platiudes, I you
Wi e ey bo imove l«.|'|||||‘.|‘|||IJ." fiamaadl
assfally, 1.;.'!1.11 wionld 1§ be?' Cone of the
im1EnE hat cannmn ot of 1 was Ellsgal
fishdng on the high soas

“Whal happens on the high seas is
beyond the jurksdiction of any singls
country. It involves intemational low
imsmns. T'I':..|I1|.|_ LTv] |I-||.i| # §F lnvolwves. inlea-
nationul onforcemant . Bsees. Trying to
miitor the rade n that stuff involves
intormatlonal frade issues, 1t impacts
on the global environment — the ghobsl
Ginmmons, o effect — because undes
ismstbonal baw, avery country hias am
equal right 10 the resources of the high
NS

“Aogroup of ministers, including Pete
]'H.Eﬂll.m., whio was Fisheries Sinis-
tor then, Gemsd o tnakfnece that will
wunarnia. o nnothor report, bat & list
of iterns that their countries say; "W
CHO commil b :|.-:|i.||-:_.: Uiy Eliings now
and wa'll try 10 omcourage others as
woll, without walting for some groal
b latoral ﬂ||'||'|.l| maciiimory fn barm
vol again.’

“Evaryone agnees thal vou need o
amond the low of the sea Woll, hest
of British — {n 25 years you might have

suinothing negotisted. Anserlca hasn't |

vt mmkiflesd ther exdating low of U ses,
thaagh wa'rn told it's going b - shonky
To get the HErvaiak] al eryang 1o
nmwd Ehat = (o make 0 stick - §5 0
form profoct. [ yoa wand b mmake
Hrliﬁh'mml m, 1% et thi thing vou'd
aalvocaie, You'll ndvocato sometling of
i mach nvoro practical naturs,
“Mo#t ministers dont got the tma
In thelr scledules i st down for
24 howm awl follow one s in

ponaideratde dstail and gol around the
tatibo all the key affectod parties who've
gl Emivwleidge of the subject, 1 ey 1o
ive thise who atiend 1hese LT T
an opporiankly b da !||'.||'I'|I||‘|!||1I;.': thai th
avebors doesn i lob themmn di”™

Bligslere cannol sand & boreaucrst
fis POpiEead| thesmy ot rownd talle meot-
ings. Il they won't comea theanselves,
thekr counltry ks pot mpresonted sl the
tahls = a rube thot only stcks becauss
thore's polhing ot stake

“That changes thir dynambes of it com- |

pletoky, CHlan, wou o b inkeenational
mwretings and hall the people sitbing sl
the talsle are nol the palitkcal mprosanta.
tives. Thiy've seal the ambassador or
somooive along ecauss they e oo busy
What I'm dolng iz treing lo improve the
fqunlity af exchangs,

Soptembser 11 happened the sear |
arrived and | thought: that's just greal —
averyona's over will be an o different Tall
o, Bl in fact, the interest bos beon
just as high. There's an uncerstined-
ing that if you wani a stable, peace-
Ful woeld, but development |s going
aowhers, ol almost certainly have
envimamental degradathon. And sven
B soig v gt |‘||l'-l|||l\.|||l1'.-|l|'||‘, i vy (11K ]|
smvironmental degradation, that'll sl
up pressurcs which will poss rsks of
their own”

Mon  won'l eobter into any
exchange on the fse of Mational
wnber Don Brash, desplie pralks
ing Bill English via his woblog
“upton-an-lina® [www.arcadis.co.nzl,

He s lnes roticend abeal digeussing
the debate on the Treaty of Waltang
- something he becama Interested in al
tho and of his padiamentory carser and
an sun he rogrots oot pushing harder
while ko offlicm

“I's the single most interesting thing
huLILHII:II-I:l.I.; in Mow Foaland = how wo'te
coiming 1o grips with the eanstitutionnl
and judicial inheritance of the Treaty
over the past 25 years. New Zonland
I8 0 0 wsigue pesklion, constitofion-
ally, anid, in torms of ik skee, Vs opo of
the neo-Britains going down its own
absnlutnly unigue path.

Dospite the stimulation of living in
Paris, Uplon misses the great ouldoors
in Liodzons. “Ohne of the defining things
ahout New Zealand is that (s & socisty
with a sart of permaable  memboans
callidd the const. We all came achoss

the coast io got here and wo all g0 fo |
the beach recreationally, 1t's Fantastic |

in PMew Pealand and s dosperately
inlerior hepe, .

constitutional and judicial inheritance of the Treaty,  Sion

ARRALRY D8 DU I THBSIHE THAT BLNTTEN - (PSTIRIN

LEPTON
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UPFRONT

CARSON SCOTT TALKS TO

Russell Marshall ..........

w=sell Mambiall 16 4 codigndmim

A falbed school teacher who
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